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ESC CLERMONT CAMPUS
1/ GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY DBA AT ESC CLERMONT CAMPUS

Thank you for your interest in our schools and in this doctoral program. Here is some information concerning the program.
1/ The Doctorate of Business Administration (DBA) that is being proposed at ESC Clermont is a US program offered by the Nance College of Business Administration, Cleveland State University (CSU). It is the same as a PhD, but specialized in business and management.
2/ Since this is a US program, students must register at Cleveland State University, not the ESC Clermont. So this is a real US university degree.

3/ The general theme of this DBA is "Global Business", which is transversal and means that students may study several different subjects, (Finance, Human Resource Management... ).
4/ The program will begin in May 2010.

5/ This doctoral program is composed of two parts:
a) 14 courses spread over 18-24 months. Each course must, of course, be completed, and there is then a final examination covering all the courses, the “comprehensive exam”, one or two months after the last course.

b) an accompaniment for the doctoral dissertation, beginning gradually during the course period, and becoming really effective during the two and a half years that follow. So the duration of the whole program is 4 years. It can be shorter if you work hard during the second period.
6/ Coursework schedule

We are finalizing this schedule with my colleagues from Cleveland. The current project which we are discussing is the following:
- the coursework will be held in Clermont-Ferrand and Paris

- each course lasts about 36 hours
- courses will be taught according to different formats to facilitate your participation : 

a) periods of two or three weeks, on Thursdays nights (sometimes), and mainly Fridays and Saturdays; 

b) during the vacation times (mainly during summer and spring), for full weeks (40-50 hrs a week)

c) with some distance learning in order to limit face to face hours.
- teaching hours will be full days and sometimes in the evenings in order to minimize the number of actual session that need to be attended. 
7/ Coursework
A list of the 14 courses is attached, in addition to the brochure. Ten out of the fourteen courses will be taught by faculty from Cleveland, and the other four by ESC Clermont faculty (including myself).
8/ Admission process (see attached powerpoint presentation in pdf)
The elements required to succeed in applying to this program are on the attached powerpoint presentation. 
NB: if you you hold an MBA or its equivalent from a US university, you don’t need to provide TOEFL or GMAT scores. However, the GMAT score must not be more than five years old.
a) the first urgent step is to obtain the transcripts of all your grade in higher education, in undergraduate and graduate levels (ie. Bachelor and Master degree) from your former colleges and schools (these are the GPA -Grade Point Average- elements).
b) then you will have to prove a certain level in mastering the English language through the TOEFL test, for which we provide some help (see attached powerpoint presentation in pdf).
You can also have a look: http://www.ets.org/toefl  or select another site on google (TOEFL). Last there are plenty of books to prepare the TOEFL, for instance The Official Guide to the TOEFL Test (The Educational Testing Service, 2009) or TOEFL IBT 2008-2009 (Kaplan, 2007).
c) and finally, you have to obtain a score of at least 500 in the GMAT test, which is the imposed test to enter higher education in the business schools in the US. We also provide some help to prepare this test (see attached powerpoint presentation in pdf). You can look on this website: http://www.gmac.com/gmac/thegmat/ or on the Kaplan one http://www.kaptest.fr/
For your preparation, you can look on Amazon.com for these two references: 

- Geoff Martz, Adam Robinson, Cracking the GMAT 2010, The Princeton Review, 2009, 608 p. (with the DVD or not)

- Kaplan GMAT Advanced 2009-2010, Editeur Kaplan Test Prep, mars 2009, coll. “Perfect Score Series”, 408 p.
Remember: you can also find some funding for your GMAT preparation thanks to the French continuing vocational training system (DIF, CIF…). Ask your employer.
9/ Tuition fee (see attached powerpoint presentation in pdf)
The whole tuition fee for the total program is distributed over the four years, and is 68.000 US dollars, with a payment plan (see attached ppt presentation). We will try to offer the possibility for some of the doctoral students to teach or assist some professors, which is something close to the idea of Graduate Research or Teaching Assistants as in the US, but not a generous financially.
Of course, you can also visit the website of the Cleveland State University and get more information: http://www.csuohio.edu/business
*****

2/ HOW TO APPLY 
STEP 1 : PRE-APPLICATION before November 30, 2009
- Prospective Applicant Information Form

- Cleveland State University Form (according to the proposed model)
- All Transcripts 

- Check for 25€ (to CCI Clermont/Issoire)
Submit all pre-application materials to Dr. Lecoutre
* Think to get TOEFL and GMAT scores enough early.

EVALUATION OF TRANSCRIPTS December 15, 2009
Answer from ESC/CSU
STEP 2 - SENDING APPLICATION MATERIALS before January 31, 2010
- TOEFL Score

- GMAT Score

- 3 Letters of Recommendation
These letters must ensure your motivation, your ability to work autonomously and that you are clearly self driven; one of these letters at least must be from one of your former college professor, ensuring your graduate level performance and academic quality.
- Motivation Letter
Why do you want to enter the DBA program? what is your objective? in no more than two pages double space (in english of course).
Submit all application materials to Dr. Lecoutre

ADMISSION DECISION AND CONFIRMATION
Communication by ESC/CSU before Febuary 28, 2010

Confirmation of Enrollment with a 500 $ Deposit to CSU by March 15, 2010
3/ IMPORTANT DATES

	November 21, 2009
	Get free TOEFL Test at ESC Clermont

	November 30, 2009
	DEAD LINE STEP 1 - SENDING PRE-APPLICATION

	December 15, 2009
	Answer for Evaluation of Transcripts from ESC/CSU

	January 9 Saturday, 2010
	GMAT Preparation Workshop at ESC Clermont

	Between January 15 and 31 
	GMAT Test Date

	January 31, 2010
	DEAD LINE STEP 2 SENDING APPLICATION MATERIALS

	Febuary 28, 2010
	Communication of Admission Decision by ESC/CSU

	March 15, 2010
	Confirmation of Enrollment 500 $ Deposit to CSU

	May 2010
	Begining of The DBA Program ESC/CSU


*****
For any questions or to prepare you application forms, feel free to contact me at ESC Clermont Graduate School of Management.

Send all materials to:
Dr. Marc Lecoutre
Academic Partnership Director CSU DBA at the ESC-Clermont campus
4 bd Trudaine

63037 Clermont-Ferrand cedex

France

Phone: +33 (0)473 982 424 ext. 1227
E-mail: marc.lecoutre@esc-clermont.fr
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